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SUBJECT: SOVIET BEEF PURCHASES IN ARGENTINA 
REF: MOSCOW 14751; BUENOS AIRES 6081 

1 . SOURCES WITHIN MEAT BOARD SAY THAT BEEF EXPORT SALES 
REGISTRATIONS TO USSR HAVE ONLY REACHED 14,000 TONS FOLLOWING 
RECENT NEGOTIATIONS AND THESE SAME SOURCES ARE DOUBTFUL 
THAT EVEN THIS MUCH BEEF WILL BE EXPORTED DUE TO RECENT 
SHARP RISE IN LOCAL CATTLE PRICES. APPARENTLY. EXPORTERS 

ARE NOT OBLIGATED TO FULFILL EXPORT REGISTRATION. 

2. CURRENT ROUND OF MEAT NEGOTIATIONS WERE BETWEEN 
PRIVATE ARGENTINE PACKING HOUSE OR THEIR ASSOCIATION AND 
USSR PURCHASING ENTITY. NATIONAL MEAT BOARD APPEARS REMOVED 
FROM THESE NEGOTIATIONS. CURRENT POLICY IS FOR NEGOTIATIONS 
TO REMAIN IN PRIVATE SECTOR. THEREFORE, ABILITY TO FULFILL 
CONTRACTS SUCH AS MENTIONED IN PARA 4 OF MOSCOW 14751 WILL 
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DEPEND UPON COMMERCIAL CONSIDERATIONS. NOT ON BILATERAL 
AGREEMENTS. 

CHAPLIN 
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